
 

Having... Accessing... Being... 

 

P
ag

e1
 

 

 
Admission Guidance for a Specialist Placement / Placing Request 

 
to the Visual Impairment Team, Uddingston Grammar School 

 
In considering the most appropriate educational provision for a child / young 
person who has a vision impairment, the following two principles should be at the 
forefront of all planning: 
 

• The child being at the centre 
 

• "the presumption of a mainstream education1 for pupils with additional 
support needs (Standards In Scotland's Schools Etc. Act 2000) 

 
 
The following admission guidance assumes that: 
 

• the child / young person's vision impairment has been assessed by an 
Ophthalmologist or a Medical Officer.  
 

• the child / young person concerned would have a moderate to severe vision 
impairment (best corrected / aided). 

 

• the child / young person would otherwise be expected to attend their local 
Secondary School. 

 
 
The assessment of the child’s / young person’s vision would indicate that they 
have 

 

a) A moderate2 to severe3 loss of near and/or distance vision. This would be 

with or without abnormal eye movements, or field defects 

 
b) An eye condition with severe damage to areas such as the retina, cornea or 

vitreous.  

 
c)  An eye condition where there is an impairment in terms of a neurological 

aspect or with processing. 

 
d) A deteriorating condition that will mean that during, or shortly after, the 

child / young person's Secondary education they will be severely sight 

impaired (previously the term used was "blind"). 

http://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/
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Image courtesy of the RNIB: http://www.rnib.org.uk/donations-and-fundraising-donate-now-focus-newsletter/eye-health-eye-matters 

 

 

1 -  ‘mainstream' will here on be referred to as a 'wider school environment' 
 

2 - Moderate Vision Loss for Near Vision would be in the range of N18 - N24 and 
for Distance Vision would be in the range of 6/19 - 6/36 (0.5 - 0.78 logMAR). 

 
3 - Severe Vision Loss for Near Vision would be in the range of N24 - N36 and for 

Distance Vision would be in the range of 6/36 - 6/120 (0.78 - 1.3 logMAR). 
 

 

The Specialist Placement process to the VIT at Uddingston Grammar School: 

 

A child / young person who has a moderate to severe visual impairment and who 

lives in North or South Lanarkshire Council can be considered for a Specialist 

Placement with the VIT at Uddingston Grammar School. The planning for this 

would usually occur in their P6 year, but often this is earlier.  

 

The process occurs initially through a referral to Lanarkshire's Visual Impairment 

Assessment Team or VIAT. Educational Psychologists, teachers of the Visually 

Impaired, Heads of the VI Service (NLC & SLC) and an Associate Specialist 

Community Paediatrician are all involved in this process, where all aspects of the 

child / young person’s wellbeing is considered, with a particular emphasis on the 

Wellbeing Indicators. Each Services’ Link Educational Psychologist are key to this 

process, who would then make recommendations to their respective Inclusive 

Education Departments with regards to a Specialist Placement request.  

 

From this point, application is made to SLC's ASN Allocation Process using the 

Single Agency Assessment Part 2 documentation, at the appropriate time in the 

school year. Currently, applications for this Forum are received in the April of the 

child's P6 year.  
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It is important to note that there are a limited number of places available for all 

Specialist Placements and Placing Requests.  

Where there are more requests than placements available, priority is given to a 

child / young person in following order: 

 

• those living in SLC 

• then those living in NLC  

• and then those living out with these two local authorities. 

 

 

An Out of Authority placement to the VIT at Uddingston Grammar School: 

 

A child / young person who has a moderate to severe vision impairment and who 

lives out with North or South Lanarkshire Council can be considered for a place 

with the VIT at Uddingston Grammar School. In these circumstances, Local 

Authorities have arrangements for making such requests and this would begin with 

a written to the SLC Inclusive Education Manager, Alex MacLeod.  We would advise 

that due time is given to the planning for this. Placing Request forms can be 

accessed on the SLC website. Such a request should be made within a year of the 

pupil’s planned start at the school, but not before this.  

 

It is also important to note that there are a limited number of places available for 

Specialist Placements, Out of Authority Placements and Placing Requests to the 

VIT. 

 

 

Guidance for the Visual Impairment Team and SLC Inclusive Education 

 

When considering whether a child or young person meets the admission guidance 

for a Placing Request or Specialist Placement, it is also important to determine: 

 

• How their vision loss affects them. 

 

• How stable their vision is (in other words how much their vision fluctuates 

depending upon the circumstances they are in). 

 

• What other support needs the young person has. 

 

• And, importantly, what their views are about a Specialist Placement (as well 

as the views of their parents / carers). 
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Below are examples of 'cases' where the child / young person is supported 

peripatetically in their local Secondary School by the SLC Visual Impairment 

Service (Education).  

 

These are for illustration purposes only, as our experience tells us that a child’s / 

young person’s circumstances are not always as straightforward or easy to capture 

in a few short sentences: 
 

 

Case 1: The child / pupil attends their local Secondary School is supported by 

the VIT on a peripatetic basis. Their near vision is N14 and their 

distance vision is 6/18. They have Nystagmus, Hypermetropia and 

Astigmatism. 

Case 2: The child / pupil attends their local Secondary School is supported by 

the VIT on a peripatetic basis. Their near vision is N14 and their 

distance vision is 6/12 (Left eye 6/24, Right eye 6/12). They have 

Nystagmus, Hypermetropia and occasional visual stress. 

Case 3: The child / pupil attends their local secondary school is supported by 

the VIT on a peripatetic basis. Their near vision is N5 and their 

distance vision is 6/9 (Left eye 6/60, Right eye 6/9). They have 

bilateral congenital Cataracts. 

 

Examples of 'cases' where the child / young person is supported by the VIT at 

Uddingston Grammar School, on a Specialist Placement: 

 

Case 1: The child / pupil attends UGS on a Specialist Placement to the VIT. 

They have no vision, or very reduced vision, and they use Braille to 

access the curriculum. 

Case 2: The child / pupil attends UGS on a Specialist Placement to the VIT. 

They have no useful vision in their right eye. Their near vision is 

N12/14 and their distance vision is 6/36. They have Nystagmus. 

Case 3: The child / pupil attends UGS on a Specialist Placement to the VIT. 

Their near vision is N36/N48 and their distance vision is 1/36. They 

have Hypogenesis of the Corpus Callosum. 

 

 

Assessing vision: 

 

Typically, visual acuity (how well, or how clearly a person can see) has been 

measured using the Snellen scale. For example, if a child’s / young person's 

distance visual acuity (VA) is measured as 6/36 then this would mean that: 

 

• the child / young person can see at 6 metres what a person with typical or 

full vision would see at 36 metres. 
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Visual Acuity is also be measured using the LogMAR scale and this is now a more 

common scale for measuring visual acuity amongst health professionals in the U.K. 

Examples of Snellen to LogMAR, and the equivalent visual acuity are given below: 

 

 

LogMAR Snellen 

1.0 6/60 

0.8 6/38 

0.6 6/24 

0.4 6/15 

0.2 6/9.5 

0 6/6 

 

 

Definitions 

 
V.A. =  Visual Acuity 

V.I.T. =  Visual Impairment Team 

 
 
Sight impaired - Sight impairment, previously referred to as ‘partially sighted’, is 
usually defined as: 
 
 

• having very low visual acuity (3/60 to 6/60) but having a full field of vision, 
or  

• having a combination of slightly reduced visual acuity (up to 6/24) and a 
reduced field of vision or having blurriness or cloudiness in your central 
vision, or  

• having relatively good visual acuity (up to 6/18) but a significantly 
reduced field of vision  

 
 
Severely sight impaired - The legal definition of severe sight impairment (which 
was previously referred to as ‘blindness’) is when “a person is so blind that they 
cannot do any work for which eyesight is essential”. This usually falls into one of 
three categories: 
 
 

• having very low visual acuity (less than 3/60), but having a full field of 
vision  

• having low visual acuity (between 3/60 and 6/60) and a severe reduction in 
your field of vision  

• having slightly reduced visual acuity (6/60 or better) and a significantly 
reduced field of vision  

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Visual-impairment/Pages/Introduction.aspx 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Visual-impairment/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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Additional Information & Guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal National Institute for Blind People (RNIB)  

“What the results of your vision test mean for your certification: 

 

Generally, to be certified as severely sight impaired (blind), your sight has to fall 

into one of the following categories, while wearing any glasses or contact lenses 

that you may need: 

 

• visual acuity of less than 3 / 60 with a full visual field. 
 

• visual acuity between 3 / 60 and 6 / 60 with a severe reduction of field of 
vision, such as tunnel vision. 

 
• visual acuity of 6 / 60 or above but with a very reduced field of vision, 

especially if a lot of sight is missing in the lower part of the field. 
 

 

To be certified as sight impaired (partially sighted) your sight has to fall into one 

of the following categories, while wearing any glasses or contact lenses that you 

may need: 

 

• visual acuity of 3 / 60 to 6 / 60 with a full field of vision 
 

• visual acuity of up to 6 / 24 with a moderate reduction of field of vision or 
with a central part of vision that is cloudy or blurry 

 
• visual acuity of up to 6 / 18 if a large part of your field of vision, for 

example a whole half of your vision, is missing or a lot of your peripheral 
vision is missing." 

 

Source: http://www.rnib.org.uk/eye-health-registering-your-sight-loss/criteria-certification 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rnib.org.uk/eye-health-registering-your-sight-loss/criteria-certification
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A Medical / Health definition: Visual Impairment Paediatric Group & WHO: 

 

1) Normal or Typical vision: is defined as a distance visual acuity of 6/9.5 or 

 better in the eye with the strongest vision, which has been corrected, 

 with no visual field loss or cerebral visual impairment. 

 

2) Severe Visual Impairment: is categorised by the requirement for a high level 

of support from equipment (audio materials, Braille, low vision aids or along 

cane) or from another person, in order to make sense of visual information.   

  

 It may also be defined by a best corrected visual acuity no better than 1.00 

 (6/60) using both eyes, at distance, and/or visual fields reduced to less than 

 20%.   

 

 
 

 

 

The VINCYP (Visual Impairment Network for Children and Young People) definition 

of visual impairment: 

1. Best corrected visual acuity (both eyes open) equal to or worse than 6/18 or 

0.5 logMAR. 

2. Requires N18 print or larger to read comfortably.  

3. Visual field loss with both eyes open which significantly affects function. 

4. Any eye movement disorder which significantly affects visual function or any 

form of cognitive visual dysfunction due to disorders of the brain which can 

be demonstrated to significantly affect function. 

 
http://www.vincyp.scot.nhs.uk/ 

http://www.vincyp.scot.nhs.uk/

